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Thomas Jefferson High Scnoal
Council Bluffs, Iowa
October 1, 1954

Dear Iowa Council Members:

Last week while evaluating the content
of several topics I was considering for this
letter, a preliminary announcement of the
National Council for the Social Studlies an-
nual meeting reached my desk. After a care-
ful reading of the bulletin, it seemed right
that +%tihis information be shared with our
members.

The Indianspolis social studies teach-
ers are plamming a warm welcome for what
might be a cold Thanksgiving when the Thirty-
Fourth Annual Meeting of the National
Council for the Social Studies meets 1in
Indianapolis, Indiana, November 25-27, 1954.
Willard Gambold and his ILocal Arrangements
Committee have planned an excellent program
of interesting activities 1including school
visits, a tour of the historic points of
interest which Indianapolis affords, and a
"Hoosier Handshake."

Some two hundred fifty teachers repre-
senting thirty-three states will participate
in the program, and the sectlonal meetings
on Friday and Saturday offer a wide choice
of subjects to meet diverse interests.

The opening session will be addressed
by Dr. Homer Rainey, former President of
the University of Texas, on the subject
"American Civil Liberties Today." Dr.
George Cressey, Professor of Geography, Sy-
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racuse University, will speak on "Land for
2.4 Billion Neighbors," and Dr. Willard E.
Givens, former Executive Secretary of the
National Education Associztion, will discuss
"U. S. Experiments in Democracy in Hawaili,
Philippines, and Japan." Dean Erick Faigle,
Syracuse University; Dean Howard Anderson,
University of Rochester; Herbert Thelen,
University of Chicago; Wilter Brookover,
Michigan State College; Earl S, Johnson,
University of Chicago; Dean Thomas Hamilton,
Michigan State College; Geoffrey Bruun, Cor-
nell University; A. W, Foshay, Ohio State
University; Frank Sorenson, University of
Nebraska; Paul Witty, Universityof Chicago;
J. M. Van Der Kroef, Michigan State College;
and Fred Shannon, University of Illinois
also will highlite the convention.

Approximately sixty separate sessions
are scheduled, and section meetings, as in
past years, have been planned for elemen-
tary teachers, for junior high school teach-
ers, for senior hign school teachers, and
for junior college teachers.

Special sessions for supervisors and
directors of instruction, for editors of
state and local social studies publications,
and for officersof state and local councils
have been mapped out., Our Iowa Council will
again hold the Iowa Breakfast under the
chairmanship of Mrs. Mable Iowa Robbins,
Des lMoines, on Friday morning. In previous
years, this breakfast has been one of the
highlights of the convention, and we know
this will prove true in Indianapolis.

Three outstanding discussionsamong the
featured sessions will be those on Audio-
Visual Materials which will be concerned
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somewhat with educational television; on the
controversial ‘topic of teaching about reli-
gion in the social studies; and the 1954
Yearbook "Approach to an Understanding of
World Affairs" edited by Howard anderson.

Lack of space prevents my dlscussing
the banquet, luncheons, displays, the num-
erous surprises, special events, demonstra-
tions, and discussions which are in store
for everyone who attends this meeting. The
complete program, which will be mailed to
all NCSS members by November 1, will present
a clearer picture than I have been able to
do.

Since a measure of the success of the
convention depends upon its membership,
your Executive Council and your president
urge you to support this annual meeting of
our professional organization. We guarantee
that you will find this an invaluable edu-
cational and social experience and one that
you will repeat in future years.

Sincerely yours,

Ruth L. Moeller
President, ICSS

CALLING ALL COUNCILORS

The ammual fall meeting of the Iowa Councll
for the Social Studies will be held on Fri-
day, November 5, at Callanan Junior High
School, 31lst and Center Streets (on the
Crodker car 1line - number 27). The Des
Moines Council for the Social Studlies will
be the host group. Miss kuth iloeller, state
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ICSS president will conduct the meeting.
The luncheon speaker will be an exchange
student from the State University of Iowa.

The afternoon meeting scheduled for 2:30 PM
in the mnew Callanan Auditorium will be a
joint session with the Geography Council.
Dr. Thomas Barton, University of Indiana and
the editor of the Journal of Geography, will
be the speaker.

Reservations for the luncheon must be made
by November 1 with Mr, Cecil Leonard, Say-
lor School, Euclidand Cambridge, Des Moines
13, Iowa. The price is $1.25 and no reser-—
vations will be made unless accompanied by
the money.

SOCIAL STUDIES ON A BIG SCALE
by Mrs. Beulah Vinson

In the eighth grade social studles we
were constantly trying to use a map too
small for many in the class to see. The
class often suggested the maps should be
made on a larger scale and, finally, it was
decided to do something about the problem,
We would do the United States in a big way.

The first step was to choose a scale.
After experimenting it was decided that
thirty miles to the inch was satisfactory.
I'm not sure why this was decided upon, ex-
cept that, perhaps Texas, at this scale,
could be made out of one large piece of oak
tag. Each pupll was assigned a state (some
had two small states) and was given wrapping
paper to make a pattern. I donit know how
many yards of wrapping paper were used, but
only one piece of oak tag was allowed to
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each pupil and that after the nattern was
finally made,

The boundariesof each state, naturally
nad to fit those of neighboring states and
this was a chaln reaction clear across the
broad country. Boys and girls had to work
together to fit these like puzzles. Every-
one in the room found it necessary to work
with all the others. This, in itself, pro-
ved to be a good thing for a few who had
found it hard to work in a group.

Mathematically, too, the building of
this map was successful. Each pupil had to
be an embryo engineer to figure the size of
his state and to make the drawing. I want
to assure each reader that the boys and
girls amazedme in the way they tackled this
part of the work. I couldn't have answered
all their questions, but they helped me by
answering each other's questions, and I
learned a lot from them.

After a satisfactory pattern was made
it was traced on oak tag and cut out. In
each state rivers were drawn in with blue
crayola. These had to be matched with tae
adjoining states if the rivers crossed the
state lines. A black crayola border, one-
fourth inch wide, was made around each state
(This was made in blue if the boundary was
water). Capitalsand other important cities
were locatedand the names were printed with
black crayola. lLarge capital letters color-
ed in black gave the name of each state.
National forests, parks, and dams were all
named. Still nothing was crowded because
each state was large enough to take care of
all this information.

The day arrived when all forty-elght
states were finished and the time to as-
semble them was upon us. Needless to say,
I was apprehensive as to the success of
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joining them. We laid them out on the floor
and it looked good there, but how were we
to get it on a wall? The map was seven
feet six inches wide and four feet five
inches high. The class decided to make a
mounting of wrapping vaper and to join the
edges with scotch tape. The size of it was
nine feet long, and five feet six inches
wide.

They then glued each state on one by
one, beginmning with the three western coast
states. As the bcys and girls, four at a
time, crawled around the floor and glued, I
could see the project was going to work!
With water — base paint the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans were painted blue, along with
the Gulfs and Great Lakes. Canada and Mex-
ico were painted bright green and all let-
tering was black.

The map stayed together and was very
sturdy. They had done a good job! We fas-
tened it to the top of the chalk board and
stood back to admire it. It reached the
floor and we then began to realize how
large our country really is. The classes
could see it from anyplace in the room and
could easily see the difference in sizes of
the various states.

On this map we have marked the old
trails in the East, trails to the Far West,
the first transcontinental rallroad, immi-
gration, and even weather, by means of
colored strips of paper, strings, and small
wires. All this belng done by pupils stand-
ing up, walking along from one state to an-
other. All members of the class being able
to follow the process from any seat 1in the
room.

Other teachers in the ©tuilding have
asked to borrow the map to use in Geography
classes 1n lower grades. To those pupils
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the map seemed even larger and they can
easily imagine they are crossing the United
States when they walk from one end to the
other, using their fingers to trace the way.

LMERICA,

A IAND FOR AILL

prepared by

Margaret Good

The fecllowing
unit was pre-
pared for use
in teaching a
fourth, fifth
and sixth grade social studies class in a
one — room rural school.

I. Teacher'!s Objectives

A, To present the problem to the child-
ren in an interesting manner.

B. To individualize instruction in con-
tent by providing reference material
at various reading levels,

C. Toprovide a balancedreading program.

D. To give practice in carrying on ac-
tivities inherent incritical think-
ing.

1. The habit of accuracy in all oper-
ations including calculation, ob-
servation, and report,

2. The habitof intellectual honesty.

3. The habit of suspended judgement.
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L T™he habit of 1ookinz for true cause
and effeect 1elationships.
The nabit of criticism and self -
criticlsm,

II. Unit Objectives

A,

Pl

To better understand the influence of
geographical factors onconditions and
problems involved in the building of
America,

To appreciate the contributions of
other civilizations to our mnational
growith.

To understand how all human resources
have been utilized in the bullding of
our towns and cities.

To realize and appreciate our methods
of governmenwt regulation and 1ts re-
lationship to the people. "A steering
wheel which guides our country, state,
and city."

To realize and appreciate a citizen's
resvonsipilities to city, state, and
country.

To have an appreciation for people who
enjoy the privilege of helping run
their own government.

III. Avpproacn

A-

Treasure Chest
1. Each child is to bring one article
from home: It may be something they
particularly like, possibly a sou-
venir from a trip.
2. T™e child should be able to tell:
a, Where 1t came from.
b. How or by whom it was made or
or obtained.
¢c. A pertinent fact regarding the
article.
Outline Map
1. Locate the important rivers, lakes
and mountain ranges on an outline

map. - B8 o
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3.

Study tae geographical factors
which were responsible for the con-
ditions and problems that contri-
buted to the building of America.
Utilize travel experiences of the
children.

IV. Subject Matter Outline (Basic Texts -

Tiegs

and Adams, 1953 series)

A. MacKenzie, Josephine, Your People and
Mine

1. Unit 3, "How Our People Built Towns

and Cities".

This unit covers six citles:
New York, New Orleans, ©Seattle,
Minneapolis, Pittsburg and Phoenix.

The stories are written to help
children realize our people are
great bulldersas well as bellevers
in democracy and freedom.

The stories bring out the 1dea
of an energetic, resourceful people
responding to varying geographical
factors and using many rich natur-
al resources.

Children will learn now the six
cities have grown and the reasons
for their growth. This will nelp
them to learn some of the fundamen-—
tal reasons for the growth of all
American cities.

References
a. Unit Two, "People Who Settled

Our Country".

b. Unit Four, "Other Things Our

People Have Done'.

B, Brown, Gertrude S., Your Country and
Mine.

1.

Unit 2, No. 14, T"Transportation
and Communication".
This includes "Our Government"
and "OurIchools and Churches",
B



2. Unit 3, "Our Other Lands"

This unit brings out fundamental
geographical understandings con-
cerning the large, varied lands,
climate, and natural resources.

It tells how people adapnted
their ways of 1living to the en-
vironment of the five geograovhical
sections of the United States: New
England, liiddle Atlantic, Central;
Soutnern, and Western States.

Factors which have influenced
the location and growth of cities,
the development of industries, and
ways of living are pointed out.

These chapters give historical
information which helps the child-
ren to understand why certain im-
portant conditions exist 1in our
country.

C. Dawson, Grace, Your World and Mine.
1. Unit 3, "Countries of Europe."
2. Unit 4, "Countries of Asia."
3. Unit 5, "Lands of the Tropics and
Southward."

Each country is presented, the
way in whicn the people live 1s
discussedand the way in which they
adapted their lives to environment
1s considered.

The children should be made
aware of the contribution made by
the East and Eurove to the know-
ledge and progress of our country.

V. Correlation With Other Subjects
A, Arithmetic
1. Grade 4, Growth in Arithmetic,
World Book Co., 1952.
a. Unit 24, "The Calendar",
b. Unit 33, "Roman Numerals".
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2.

Grade 5, Growth in Arithmetic,

World Book Co., 1952.

a. Unit 14, "United States Money."

b. Unit 24, "Review of Roman Num-
erals.”

¢. Unit 29, "Bar Graphs" (used to
show relationships)

. Grade 6, Growth in Awrithmetic,

World Book Co., 1952.

a. Unit 7, "Bar Graphs".

b. Unit 15, "Roman Numerals'.

¢. Unit 31, "Pictographs".

d. Unit 35, "Ratios',

e. Unit 36, "Meaning of Per Cents"

English
1. Units on

-

J-l'

2a

3.

a, Composition

b. Outlining

c. Notetaking

Individual Reports

a. Principals of good structure.

b. Rules of capitalization and
punctuation,

. Health and Science

Units for Grade 4

a. Safety in Eating

b. Iet Us Be Good Citizens

Units for Grades 5 and 6

a. Starting Now To Be What You
Want To Be.

b. Helping The Body Make The Best
Use Of Food,

¢. Making The Most Of Bones and
rluscles.

Helonful Reference Material

a. American Education Press. Col-
umbus, Ohio, 1949,
Food Trails A (Low remedial re-

ference)
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Food Tr=ils B (Excellent to tell
where goods are produced in
the United States)

Food Trails C (Advance reading)

b. National Deiry Council, Rock Is-

land, Illinois, (Free)
letton, M.C., Its Always Break-
fast Soggygere

Letton, whittier and Whittier,
Paqture Trails

Letton and others, Hello USa,
Hello Alaska, Ice Cream, A
Product from Townanduountry

¢. Kraft—Phoenix Cheese Corporation

Chicago. Romance of Cheese

d. American Can Company, Home Eco-

nomics Department, 230 Park
Avenue, New York City.

e. Metropolitan Life Insurance Com—
pany, New York City. Health
Through The Ages

f. Yineat Flour Institute, Chicago

Charts:
Design For Better Living
Wheat in the United States
From Wheat to Flour
Eat _to Live

Music and Physical Education

2 8
2

e

Together We Sing

Wild ana White, Physical Education
for Elementary Schools, ©vp. 1-10
L51 - 520.

Silver Book of Songs, pp. 6, 11:55;
80,93,96,97, and 103.

headlng and Spelling.
Material available from tne I.S.E.A.
Library list and the Bcokmobile list.
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ICWA BREAKFAST

Yes! There will be an Iowa Breakfast at tiae
NCSS Convention in Indianapolis! Iowans,
former Iowans, and friends of Iowans should
plan to attend. Watch tne NCSS program for
announcements concerning the bplace, time
and procurement of tickets. Mrs. Mable
Towa Robbins of Lincoln High School, Des
Moines, 1s chairman of the breakfast.

A STUDY - UNIT ON AFKICA / i‘:i‘\ 0
(Used in a MODEKN PROBLEMS (! T AA
Course) H;,_\.,.).’f/f,
by Miss Bess Hanigan x\c—g Nz
Problem: What should be done ,,m
in Africa to lessen the pre- i
sent racial tensions? e/

Africa 1s still the "Dark Continent"
to the average high schcol pupil, 1in spite
of tne fact that it 1is a potential powder
keg which may explode in our faces. There-
for every high school boy or girl should
have an opportunity to become better inform-
ed on its problems than they have fcrmerly
been. To give the members of our Modern
Problems class this chance, we offered this
unit which the class elected to take.

We were fortunate in having in town Dr.
Gerald Bisbee, minister of the Broadway
flethodist Church, who had Jjust returned
frcm a four month's visit to Africa where
he had gone to study the present situation.
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He gratiously agreed to glve the class a
talk which proved to be an excellent over-
view of the problems involved and which fur-
nished inspirations and motivation for fur~
ther study.

e spent the first day's class period
in exploring the possibilities in develop-
ing the topic. The class decided that the
study should generally follow this outline:
The geographical background
The historical background
The Current situation
Interested countries and their
specific problems
The leaders and their viewpoints
Your own solution

e Lo L. Lo 1
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The class was then assigned the task
of locating the material available 1n our
school library and in their homes. During
the second class period we compiled this in
a reference 1list. A committee from the
class then prepared typewritten copies of
the reference 1list for each member of the
class.

The teacher had preparedbefcrehand the
study - guide sheets which were now passed
to the class. These included questions
on the five main parts of tae cutline. The
reference list and the general direction
sheet are herewith given,

REFRENCES .
1. Any up--to—-date geography
2. Any modern World History
3, Wall map of Africa
L, Enclypodias
5. Gatti, Ellen and Attilio, Here ls
Africa.
i T



6.

7. Public Affairs Pamphlets, #175, Paton,
Alan, South Africa Today.
MAGAZINES
8. Atlantic, August 1952, p.l3. Nov. 1952
9, Harper's July, 1952, Herald, Geo.,
Africa, Stragetic Prize of the Cen-
tury.

10. Current History, July 1953. The whole
issue is devoted to articles on Africa

11. Harper'‘s Fed. 1952, p.32. White,T.H.,
Africa 1s Next.

12. Tife. May &4, 1953,

13. Newsuzek, Dec. 225 X952,

14. New Yorl Times dagazine July 6, 1952.
Paton «+#inn, AZrica, wakening, chal-
lenges the wold.

15. Readers Diges®t. Aug. 1952. Of God and
Hate in South Africa,

16. Scholastuic, Jan. 7, 1953. New Troubles
in Africs,

17. Saturday Evening Post, May 10, 1952.

18. UN 3ulle|1n, feec, 1, 1952. bv. 534,

19. UN World, April 1952. p0.20., J.P. Van
der Merwe, ‘The Country Out Of Step.
Feb., 1952, P.if; Nov. 1952, P.3J2.

20 U8 I\Q.W..rj uep 12 1Q52 Struﬁgle for

Headline Series, #91, Isaacsand“Ross,
Lfrica

Africa's Wealth. Oct. 31, 1952. p.2k.
African Unrest. Nov. 3, 1952. p.44,

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

Each pupil will makea booklet showing

the work that he has cone on this unit. It
should contain notes, cutlines, maps,charts,
biographies, lists of new words with taeir
definitions, illustrations, etc, It must
contain these things:
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List of references used.

Statement of the problem.

Political map of Africa.

History of Africa (English, French,
Portuguese, Italian, Dutch).
Current Pacts.

. Viewpoints of leaders.

Present tensions.

. Who is interested and why?

. Solution.

»

0 W= Oh\n LW

Suggestions of other things which it could
contain:

1. Maps showing population, resources,
crops, or sectlons under influence
of various foreign countries.
Biographies of Smuts, Malan, Rhodes,
or other leaders.

. Charts showing political parties and
their platforms.

. Charts of exports and imvorts.

List of new books on Africa,.

keview of a book concerned with
African oroblems,

. Report dealing with Mau Maus.

. Particular reasons for our interest.

wo=~3 o Eow N

lie will spend three weeks working on
the unit. Each pupil will work independent-
ly and as fast as he likes. There will be
little discussion in class. The teacher
will give individual help where needed. A
test will be given at the concluslon of the
work on the unit.

We were able to secure two films from
the University of Omaha which were very
helpful in interpreting the life in Africa.
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After the first week of study thne
class was broken up 1into committees on
specific areas of tne continent for special
study which they would report to the class.
The areas were Egypt, Union of South africa,
Liberia, Kenya, l!lorocco, and the Congo.
The reports were brought to the class in
floor talks and panels,.

The unit proved to be one of the most
interesting studies. I was very satisfied
with the results secured, and felt that a
real interest in African problems had been
aroused. This was made evident by questions
and reports on later reading throughout the
remainder of the term.

NORTHEAST IOVA DISTRICT MEETING

The social studies section of the
Northeast Iowa District neld a luncheon
meeting in the Sky Room at the airport at
Waterloo on October 15. Dr. ¥. E, Howard,
Associate Professor of History at Iowa
State Teachers Colle e, spoke on the "Social
Studies Teacher of 1952", The District
Chairman, Miss Elva Tucker, East High
Scnool of Waterlno, presided over the meet-
ing. Miss Marjorie Laubscher, also of East
High School, is secretary of the group.

NCSS MEETS IN INDIANaPOLIS
by Dean Crowford

The thirty-fourth annual meeting cof the
National Council for the Social Studies
will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, Nov-
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ember 25- 27. Program chairman Edwin Carr
of the University of Colorado has arranged
what prcmises to be an interesting and stim-
ulating program, It has been several years
since we had the annual meeting so close to
nome and 1t is anticipated that a number of
Iowa teachers will be in attendance.

Dr. John Haefner willl meet with the
Board of Directors 1in his capacity as past
president and will serve on a panel discus-
sing education for the gifted. Others from
the University of Iowa who will participate
include label Snedaker, speaking on "Using
Imaginative Literature to Enrich Social
Understandings;" Leonard Ralston, ICSS mem-
bersnip chairman, wno will act as recorder
for one of the sessicons devoted to senior
high school curriculum; and ICSS secretary -
treasurer George Vuicich, who will be the
recorder for a session discussing "Russia
and Her Satellites: WWhat to Teach and How
to Teach It."

Leading a discussion group on the toplc
"The Social Studies Teacner and the Commun-
ity.," will be Dwight K. Curtis of Iowa
State Teachers College.

Among the Iowa public school teachers
with responsibilities at the conference
will be G. Arthur Luther from Charles City,
who will participate in a rescurce panel
for the workshop meeting of officers of
state and local councils; Marguerite Skil-
ling Hartley of Boone, serving on a panel
at the breakfast meeting of editors; and
Wilma Tallman, from the Mason City schools,
acting as recorder for a sesslon on the
teaching of religion in the Junlor high
school.
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The traditional Iowa breakfast will be
sponsored by the Iowa Council to provide an
opnortunity to renew old acquaintances and
make new ones so make your plans now for a
Thanksgiving trip to Indianapolis.

BOOK REVIEW
Living Together Now and Long Ago
by Prudence Cutright, W.W. Charters, and
Bernice Newell
The DMacmillan Company, New York, 1953,
298 pages.
Reviewed by Mary Kaiser

Living Together Now and Long Ago the
third grade volume ina series of text books
published by Macmillan for grades one
through six has both the format and content
which 1s applicable to the social studies
area of the primary school.

Four units comprise this text, "The
Farm, in Connection with a Village and a
City", "American Indians and Their Commun-
ities", "Pioneer Communities" and "A Grown-

Up Community".

John and Mary Fuller live on a farm
with their parents mnear the vlllage of
Pleasant Valley. The family's farm is shown
in relation to all the villages and commun-
ity services by use of a picture map in ad-
dition to story content.

The introductoryunit glides easily and
naturally into the study of Indians when the
children discover a sign on the road home
from the city of Newton depicting the spot
where in the year 1840, after a battle, the
Indians and the white men made peace and on
this spot smoked a pilpe of peace.
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Since John ana lary display a natural
interest in Indian life their parents tell
them about the Woocds and Plains Indians,
tne Indians who lived in clay houses and
about those who lived near the ocean. Maps
are used throughout the unit to show the
location of the four typves of Indians. In
the storythe Parents are careful to explain
why each of the four tribes lived as they
did.

From Indians and Pilgrims, John and
Mary progress to Picneers, the first white
men of the West. They learn about the hard-
ships —- work and fun that were experienced
by those people who traveled west to dis-
cover new farm lands.

As a follow up to the pioneer mode of
living - preservation of food, education,
travel, and entertainment - the Fullers go
to Newton, "A Grown-Up Community" where they
see all the devices that comprise an up-to-
date city.

Supplementary to the content are eignt
pages devoted to new words introduced 1in
the units. A least one sentence giving the
meaning of the wordand the page number where
the word appears is gilven.

Example: Barter; Trading one thing for

another instead of buying with
money. (185)

A11 illustrations in the book are lnk
drawings and sketches most effectlve 1n
conveying their meanings.

Each of the four units has culminating
activity suggestions which ars helpful even
to the most resourceful teacher.
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FROM TRADING POST TO MODERN CITY
by Martha Wangberg

From Trading Post to Modern City 1s
the title of a new handbook which has been
prepared by fourth grade teachers of the
Council Bluffs school system for use in
teaching the history of thelir city.

The handbook of 150 pages consists of
nine chapters and a bibliography and 1s at-
tractively bound in spiral plastic with
scenes from early days and later hlstory
depicted on the cover,

In his preface to the book Superinten-—
dent Mourer, who believes that "aistory
like charity should begin at home", states:
"It is hoped that a better understanding of
the early history of our communivy may en-
able our children to recapture some of tne
pianeer spirit of our ancestors and better
emulate their virtues by honesty,fortitude,
and endeavor,"

Miss Lulu Breckerbaumer, vice-president
of the Council Bluffs Council for the
Social Studles, served as chairman of the
comnittee which prepared the handbook. lirs.
Blanche Madison, president of the Southwest
Iowa Council, was also a member of the com-
nittee.

NEWS NOTES

Dr. Eric Kollman, professor of history
at Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa, has
been awarded a one year's Fullbright
Scholarship for work at Margurn University
in Germany. Dr. Kollman will lecture on
problems of American forelgn relations and
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in EBuropean and German history as seen by
Americans.

Donald Rathe, formerly a member of the
Iowa State Teachers College faculty at Hud-
son, has joined the social studies faculty
at Bast High School 1ln Waterloo., HMr. Rathe
teaches American Historyand American Trends.

Mason City social studies teachers took
advantage of the summer vacation to see
more of the world about which they teach.
Alice Riter studied at the University of
Mexico. Esther Pagenhart traveled in south-
eastern Canada. Amy Steffen enjoyed a Car-
ribean crulse.

Robert Paulson, recent contributor to
the Councilor and Audio-Visual Education
Specialist at Iowa State Teachers College,
is now a member of the Campus School Facul-
ty at the same school.

The past president of the National
Council for the Social Studies, Dr. John H.
Haefner of the State University of Iowa,
has received a grant from the Ford Founda-
tion covering the current school year, and
for the purpose of doing some research
writing. Rumor has it that a book on teach-
ing methods in social studies might be a
result. While Dr. Haefner is on leave of.
absence as head of the social studies de-
partment at the University High OSchool in
Iowa City, lMr. Dean Crawford is filling the
position.

Southwest Iowa Council for the Social
Studies held a luncheon meeting at Hotel
Chieftan 1in Council Bluffs during the
Southwest Iowa District Convention on Oct-
ober 11. Mrs. Blanche Madison, district
president, was 1in charge of the arrange-
ments.
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Your editor wishes to announce the ad-
dition of an "Editor-in-Chief" to the staff
of the Iowa Councilor. On August 11 at
Algona, Iowa, she was married to William
Hartley. Both are members of the Roone
Senior High-Junior College faculty. Please
send news items and articles to Marguerite
Skilling Hartley, 5274 Marshall Street,
Boone, Iowa

EXECUTIVE BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

The Executive Board of ICSS met on
Saturday, April 24, 1954, at Hotel Savery
in Des Moines. The chairman of the stand-
ing committees: Marguerite Skilling of the
Editsrial Board, Wilma Talman of the Pro-
fessional Standards Committee, and Leonard
Ralston of the Membership Committee were in
attendance,

Three major items of businesswere con-
sldered. First, Mr. Ralston presented plans
fora spring and winter membershiv campaign.
It was estimated that about 1,000 teachers
of social studies might be contacted by
mail in two such campaigns. Some discussion
alsn was devoted to methods of encouraging
NCSS membership in Iowa.

Second, Miss Skilling reported to the
Board as editor of the Iowa Councilor. Ap-
proval was gliven for the occasional use of
worthy articles from other state publica-
tions, The problem of financing the Coun-
cllor's profuction was given considerstion.
It was decided to repvort Board activities
to the membership through the Councilor.
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Tmira, Miss Talman led the discussion
of plans for the annual meeting in November,
Miss Talman also brougnt up the question of
workshons and conferences to be sponsored
by the ICSS. Mention was made of a possible
future spring conference which would be
held at some central location,

The possibility of 1locating a future
NCSS annual meeting in Des Moines was
brought up. Mabel Robbins, Des lolnes,
volunteered to contact the Des Moines Coun-
cll in an attempt to determine whether or
not they would be willing to assume the
responsibllity for such a meeting.

.\
S _1..-
o = s — "
Tx o ) i/ l
i \ (.% / !l 'I
: '\(\q‘li_r‘/ i i
e | N : .“\l'—-\—-—j‘;
TN e - T —
SN T A0 A,
[N S =% »
i [ LA .:“;;‘f"’-f. .} i
i | S | L~
' AR

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
by waldemar Gjerde
Specialist in Audio-Visual Education
Iowa State Teachers College

S0 many new and exciting Audio- Visual
materials are being produced that it is dif-
ficult to select just a few for an arti-
cle of this kind. Although I have mentioned
these Dbefore, I want to reemphasize the
value of the Enrichment Records, that are
based on the Landmark books. Four new re-
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cords have now been released, with the fol-
lowing titles: Pocahontas and Captalin John
Smith, The Vinter at Valley TForgze, Daniel
Boone-»-Oggning of tne Wilderness, Sam Hus-—
ton: The Tallest Texan. This makes a total
of 16 records available from Enrichment Re-
cords, 246 Fifth Ave., DNew York 1, N. Y.

Each record will cost about $3.00.

In teaching any subject, we want to
give our children rich experiences, a feel-
ing of reliving events of the past that
have made our country's history. A new set
of filmstrips does much to provide  these
experiences. These are the Pagent of
America Filmstrips produced by Yale Univer-
sity Press Film Service, 386 Fourth Ave.,
New York 16, N. Y. There is an enormous
amount of factual material in these film-
strips, and they are so arranged that his-
tory is presented chronologically in a dra-
matic and extremely interesting fashion.
There are thirty filmstrips in the series,
rather expensive, $195.00 for the entire
series or §7.00 per filmstrip. Only the
first twelve units are ready for distribu-
tion at the present time, but the Ilast
eighteen will be available very soon.

In regard to motion »nicture films, the
Young American Citizenship Series merits
attention. The first film in this series A
Citizen Participates 1s an excellent citi-
zenshlp education film and can be used for
‘both the students and adults. aAnother film
in this same series A Citizen Makes A Deci-
sion is also highly valuable. These should
be available from your rental libraries
soon,
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Dan't forget the News Magazine of the
Screen which is sponsored in our state by
the Standard 0il Company, and is distribut-
ed by the Bureauof Audio-Visual Instruction
at the State University of Iowa. Over 500
schools in the state of Iowa have availed
themselves of these films last year,

A new film produced by the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica Films, Inc, Arabian Child-
ren will very likely become a vooular film.
It is designed for primary and middle grades
and deals with the life of Arabian children

in an arid country.

To understand how people live in all
vparts of the world, any of the films in The
Earth and Its People series 1s excellent.
United World Films, Inc., 1445 Park Avenue,
New York 29, N. Y. produced them. There
are thirty-six films in the series, each of
which runs twenty minutes. The films are
authentic and realistic, having been photo-
graphed in the various countries they pic-
ture, using citizens of those countrles for
the members of the cast. Representative
titles are: Farmersof India, Cattle and the

Corn Belt — U.S.A., Desert Nomads (French

Morocco), and Nomads of the Jungle. Ask

your 1oca1 rental library for use of these
films.
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OUR CONTKIBUTORS

Dean Crawford, University High School,
Iowa City, is responsible for the report on
Iowans who will be having a2 part in the an-
nual meeting of NCSS.

Margaret Good, Scott CCounty rural
teacher, used successfully, in her school
last year the teaching unit, America, A
Land for All. VMrs. Clara langan is Elemen-
tary Supervisor in Scott County.

--Miss Bess Hanigan , Council Bluffs,
contributes the study unit on Africa.

‘Waldeman GJjerde 1is a familiar contri-
buter to the Councilor. Our readers are
nappy to welcome him back after a year's
absence while he was doing graduate work at
the State Unlversity of Iowa.

Mary Kaiser , Des Moines, calls the
attention of elementary teacners to an in-
teresting volume in ner review of Living
Together Now and Long Ago.

Mlss Blanche Vinson, Edison Scnool,
Council Bluffs, 1is the author of Social
Studies on a Big Scale.

Martha Wangberg, the Councilor's busi-
ness manager, writes of Council Bluffs' new
local history handbook for use in the ele-
mentary schools,

= 8=



